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close the present, by expressing my reli- 
ance, under the blessing of Divine Provi- 
dence, on the judgment and patriotism 
which will guide your measures, at a pe- 
riod particularly calling for united councils, 
and inflexible exertions, for the welfare of 
our country, and by assuring you of the fi- 
delity and alacrity with which my co-ope- 
ration will be afforded. 

" JAMES MADISON." 



Resolution* of the Common Council of Nottingham, 

At a Meeting of the Mayor, Aldermen, 
Common Council, and Livery of the town 
and county of the town of Nottingham, 
held at the Guildhall, in and for the said 
town, on Wednesday the 2d of Januarv, 
1811, pursuant to the regular notice of 
the purpose of such Meeting, 

John Bates, esq. Mayor in the Chair, 

Resolved unanimously, That with the 
most fervent wishes for his Majesty's spee- 
dy recovery, we contemplate with the 
deepest sorrow the present afflictive dis- 
pensation of Providence which has ex- 
posed our beloved monarch to the most 
dreadful pain and suffering, involved the 
royal family in the deepest distress, ard 
deprived the people of these realms of a- 
riy legal organ of the executive authorily 
iii the state. 

That from the fullest confidence in the 
mature age, and amiable character of his 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, we 
observe with the most lively satisfaction, 
that the houses of Lords and Commons re- 
gard him as the fittest person in the pre- 
sent emergency, to whom to commit on 
behalf of his Majesty, and in trust for 
his people, the exercise of those preroga- 
tives which, in the person of the King, are 
necessarily suspended by his Majesty's in- 
disposition. 

That it is with feelings of the greatest 
apprehension that we understand it to be in 
the contemplation of those who at present 
act as his Majesty's confidential servants, 
to annihilate, for a time at least, some of 
the most essential prerogatives of the 
crown, and to limit and fetter some of its 
most important functions, in the person of 
the Prince of Wales, as Regent, because 
it appears to us that such an attempt is as 
insulting to the character of the Prince, 
as it is derogatory to the principles of 
our form of government. We desire to 
see the power and majesty of the crown 
and the will of the people, always fully 
and fairly represented in the parliament of 



the British Constitution, which contem- 
plates the prerogatives of the Crown, not 
as the property of the King, but as trusts 
reposed in him for the benefit of the peo- 
ple, without whose continued agency the 
people will be defrauded of their most es- 
sential rights, and the glorious fabric of 
the English Constitution remain defective 
and imperfect. 

That the petitions to the houses of Lords 
and Commons, now produced to this meet- 
ing by the town clerk, be adopted as the 
act of this meeting; and that the. Com- 
mon Seal of this Corporation being there- 
to respectively affixed, the same he signed 
by the town clerk, and presented, in the 
name of the Mayor, Aldermen, Common 
Council and Livery, to the houses of 
Lords and Commons. 

That the petition to the house of Lords 
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presentation, to the right honourable lord 
Holland, our Recorder ; and the petition 
to the house of Commons, to Daniel Par- 
ker Coke, and John Smith, csqrs, our Re- 
presentatives therein, requesting their sup- 
port of the principles of the petitions. 

That the proceedings of this meeting be 
signed <jy the town clerk, and published in 
such manner as the Mayor may direct. 

That the thanks of this meeting be given 
to the Mayor, for calling this meeting in 
pursuance of the requisition made to him 
for that purpose, and for his attentive and 
impartial conduct in the Chair. 
By order of the Meeting, 
George Coldkam, Town Clerk. 

Resolutions of the Cowman Hall, J,ondotu 
SMITH, MAYOR. 

At a Meeting or Assembly of the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Liverymen of the several 
Companies of the city of London, in com- 
mon Hall assembled, at the Guildhall of 
the said city, on Wednesday the 9th thiy 
of January, 1811. 

Resolved unanimously, That the end and 
design of all Governments, is, or ought to 
be, the good of the people — that the pre- 
rogatives of the Crown arc vested in the 
King, as a sacred trust for their benefit. 

•I. Resolved unanimously, That it is, 
therefore, equally their duty to guard, by 
every constitutional means, against all en- 
croachments and innovations upon the just 
and necessary powers and prerogatives of 
the crown, as to oppose those encroach- 
ments and innovations which have so no- 
toriously been made upon the representa- 
tive branch of our Constitution. 
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3. Resolved unanimously — That, anx- 
ious, as we are, to remove from the Go- 
vernment every species of unjust influence, 
equally injurious to King and people, and 
to promote a system of general reform, 
especially in that branch of the Legislature, 
the corrupt state of which has been the 
great source of all our national calamities 
the Commons House of Parliament ; we, 
nevertheless, feel equally anxious to main- 
tain the real splendour and dignity of the 
crown, and all its just and necessary powers 
and prerogatives. 

4. Resolved unanimously — That deep- 
ly lamenting the afflicting incapacity of 
our most gracious Sovereign, by which the 
functions of the Executive Government 
have been suspended, we derive a cheer- 
ing consolation in contemplating the many 
amiable qualities of his Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales, and the attachment which 
he has invariably evinced for the rights and 
liberties of the people, affording the na- 
tion the best grounded confidence of see- 
ing the royal functions wisely and ably ex- 
excised. 

5. That, impressed with these consider- 
ations, we cannot but view all attempts to 
abridge the Royal Authority, and impose 
restrictions upon the Regent, in the per- 
son of his Royal Highness, as highly dan- 
gerous and unconstitutional, establishing a 
new estate in the realm, to controul and 
counteract the Executive Government, ni»d 
tending to render it feeble and inefficient, 
at a time when the state of the nation pe- 
culiarly requires its full energies. 

6. Resolved, That we, therefore, view 
with concern and indignation the attempts 
which are made to degrade the kingly of- 
fice, and to render it dependent upon those 
ministers, who have so long abused the 
confidence of the Sovereign, who have 
uniformly shown a marked contempt for 
public opinion, whose whole career has 
been a series of incapacity, misconduct, 
and violation of the Constitution ; who 
Iiave added to the catalogue of their crimes 
by usurping the Royal Authority, and 
who, not content with having 'engrossed 
patronage and emolument, and secured 
to themselves and adherents a profusion of 
pensions and sinecures, are now endeavour- 
ing to obtain an unconstitutional power 
and influence, which would enable them to 
embarrass and impede the Executive Go- 
vernment in all its operations, and render 
it subject to their controul. 

7. Resolved unanimously — That the 
command over his Majestys' seaii assumed, 
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and exercised by the two houses oi Parlia- 
ment in the late instance of ordering an 
issue of treasure from his Majesty's Ex- 
chequer, appears to us subversive of the 
independence, and dangerous to the exis- 
tence of the regal part of our government, 
Hnd that to prevent the necessity of having 
again recourse to such peiilous expedients, 
and of thereby confirming and extending 
still further this alarming precedent, it is 
the opinion of this meeting, that in the 
present suspension of the exercise of the 
Roval Authority, the most constitutional 
mode of proceeding would be to imitate 
the glorious example of cur ancestors in 
16S8, by the two houses of Parliament 
addressing his Royal Highness the Prince 
of Wales to take upon himself the civil, 
military, and financial administration of 
the government. 

8. Resolved unanimously, That this 
Common Hall do petition the Right Ho- 
nourable the House of Lords and the Ho- 
nourable the House of Commons, agreea- 
bly to the foregoing Resolutions. 

The drafts of the petitions being read, 
were unanimously agreed to. 

9. Resolved unanimously — That the said 
petition be signed by the Lord Mayor, 
four Aldermen, and ten Liverymen. 

10. Resolved unanimously — That the 
Sheriffs do wait upon, and request some 
Lord in Parliament to present the said pe- 
tition to the Right Honourable the House 
of Lords. 

1 1 . Resolved unanimously — That Mr. 
Alderman Coombe, one of the Represen- 
tatives of this city in Parliament, be re- 
quested to present the said petition to the 
Honourable the House of Commons. 

la. Resolved unanimously — That the 
Representatives of this city in parliament 
be instructed to support the said petition 
in the house of Commons, and to oppose 
all attempts to abridge and fetter the Re- 
gent with restrictions. 

13. Resolved unanimously — That the 
thanks of this Common Hall be given to 
Thomas Smith, esq. Alderman, our late 
worthy Chief Magistrate, for his very a- 
ble, upright, and independent conduct, 
during the time the ardent and important 
duties of that office wete coufided to him, 
wherein he evinced the most kind and 
friendly attention to his fellow-citizens, a 
dignified and unostentatious hospitality, a 
strict impartialitv on all occasions, and a 
constant tegard for the rights., liberties, and 
franchises of this city. 

14. Revived unanimously— That the 
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thanlcs of this Common Hall be given to 
Robert Waithman, esq. who moved, and 
Samuel Favell, esq. who seconded the se- 
veral resolutions which have been agreed 
to this day. 

15. Resolved unanimously — That the 
thanks of this Common Hall be given to 
the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, 
for his readiness in calling this meeting, 
and his impartial conduct in the chair this 
day. 

DOMESTIC OCCURRENCES. 

INTERNAL DISTURBANCES.* 

It is impossible to consider this subject, 
including, as it necessarily does, a retro- 
spect to past, but not very remote times, 
without shuddering at the " dreadful notes 
of preparation," which appear to strike 
every eye, and every ear, but those, that 



"We Are quite free from internal dis- 
turbances in the north. The causes which 
have long operated to produce disturban- 
ces in the south, do not exist with us, or 
at least not at all in the same proportion. 
Our poor people are more independent 
of the richer classes. Those employed in 
manufactories are not so much under the 
power of their employers, as the small cot- 
tiers, and labourers are of the landhold- 
ers, and consequently they are not so much 
oppressed. Independence enlarges their 
views. The disturbances in the south ap- 
pear to proceed from long continued op- 
pressions of the poor, who feel their op- 
pressions, and are not sufficiently enlight- 
ened to perceive that violence on their 
parts only renders their situation worse. 
We do not. wonder at their outrages, and 
that men with uncultivated minds taking 
revenge into their own hands, showld com- 
mit shocking crimes. Instead of looking 
exclusively at their faults, Jet us look at 
the language and conduct of the higher 
classes. How dto the rich, menliants of 
Waterford, and other commercial toxvus 
in the south, and the aristocratic 'squires 
of the county Tipperary, speak of the 
poor papists and natives, as they call them, 
as if we had not all a common country 
and ■birth-place in Ireland. We see that 
with the highest state of mental improve- 
ment, men do not easily forgive injuries : 
Imv then can we expect that these men, 
'■brayed in the mortar by the pestle -of 
the church and of the state," men oppres- 
sed by their landlords, kept in poverty 
and ignorance, ridiculed and abused, 
should conquer the propensities of our 
common nature, and be alone blamed for 



should be constantly open and watchful 
for the peace and welfare of the public. 
The pretended hostility of the Shanavestt 
and Caravats to each other is now laid a- 
side, because no longer deemed necessary, 
and a peace, hostile to public tranquillity, 
has been announced between the adverse 
parties. Corps of peasantry are carrying 
on military operations throughout the coun- 
ties of Kilkenny, Tipperary, Limerick 3nd 
the adjacent parts, as if they were acting 
under the sanction of thejlaws. Systema- 
tic robbery supplies them with arms, and 
their depredations are carried on with lit- 
tle or bo appearance of tumultuary vio- 
lence. AH field sports are given over ; the 
fowler is sure to be despoiled of his gun ; 
and, unless a speedy and effectual check 
is given to the spirit of insurrection, the 
country will present the most dreadful of 
all spectacles, an armed peasantry, and a 
disarmed gentry. 

Very lately, a fellow in the neighbour- 
hood of Clogheen, told a gentleman, whom 
he met hunting, that if he ever heard a- 
gain-of his dogs and horses going over o- 
ther men's grounds, he would shoot him." 
The hint was effectual, and this alone de- 
monstrates the state of terror and humilia- 
tion, to which the natural guardians of the 
public peace, the country gentlemen, are 
reduced in that part of the country. 

It is computed that upwards of 10,000 
stand of arms arc in the hands of the in- 
surgents in a single district of the county 
Tipperary. 

In the county of Meath there has been a 
great many depredatious perpetrated late- 
ly, by a banditti stiling themselves Jack 
Cardm. On the night of the 16th ult. 
tlicy attacked the farm-yard and offices of 
Mr. T. B. Hardman, and fired several 
shots into tlie house of his bailiff, and hav- 
ing forcibly entered it, threatened to 
shoot him, beat him severelv, and then, in 
a most savage manner, scraped his back 
with a wool card. After thus mat-treating 
the bailiff, they cut down about 250 
young trees in the plantation, and destroy- 

exeesses, which the v!ews of the rich have 
as essentially contributed to produce, as 
their own uninstructed and ungoverned 
passions. Let us not always look at the 
dark side of character for a generous 
display of feeling among the lower clas- 
ses of our country, let us refer to the ac- 
count of their conduct near Cork, as no- 
ticed in the next article, in an extract from. 
Counsellor O'Connel's speech. 



